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Fie. 986. Branch of Ginkgo bear-
ing etrobili of male sporophylls.

China.  For a long time it has been cultivated in China and

Japan. Ginkgo is now widely cultivated in temperate countries
as an ornamental tree. It cer-
tainly seems that Ginkgo would
be nearing extinction had it not
been preserved from that fate by
cultivation.

Reproduction. Ginkgo is dioe-
cious, the stamens and ovules be-
ing on separate plants, The stam-
inate strobili are formed in groups
at the ends of short branches
(Fig. 986). Two or more pollen
sacs are borne at the end of each
stamen. The ovules are borne in
pairs at the ends of slender stalks
which occur in groups at the ends
of short branches (Fig. 987). The
ovule is very similar to that of

the cycads.  As in the latter, there is a nucellus surrounded by

a single integument (Fig.

988). The prothallus is a

large oval structure which

develops within the nu-
cellus. At the apex of the

nucellus there are usually

two archegonia. The pol-
len grain germinates to

give rise to a pollen tube

as in the cycads; aad in

the end of the tube there

are produced two motile

spermatozoids similar to

those of the eycads. The

seed of Ginkgo, including

the gametophytee, Is thus

seen to be very similar in ita anatomy and physiology to thoae of

the cycads (Fig. 989)*
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